Assessment of Phases of Learning

Martin A. Kozloff
1.
Define each phase of mastery.  State its importance; that is, what happens if students become proficient vs. do not become proficient in each phase.


a.  Acquisition


b.  Fluency


c.  Generalization


d.  Retention

2.
Students have learned (in the phase of acquisition) to solve the following problems accurately (100% correct).


(3 + 5)(6 + 4)     (7 – 3)( 4 + 2)    (5 – 6)( 4 – 3)    (8 + 4)(5 -1)


a.
What would fluency with these problems be?


b.
What would generalization be?


c.
What would be retention be?

3.
Which of the following is most important for retention?


a.
Students’ acquisition of knowledge was firm (100% accurate) before 
the teacher moved on to new material.  The teacher routinely had 
students practice earlier material.


b.
Practice, practice, PRACTICE!


c.
Students’ acquisition of knowledge was firm (100% accurate), and the 
teacher made sure students could accurately generalize to new 
examples.


d.  The teacher corrects all errors during the phase of acquisition and then 
builds fluency.

4.
Teaching a cognitive routine (in the phase of acquisition) involves strategic integration of knowledge or skill elements.  Please explain.  Use an example.  What are the steps?  What are the skill elements that are integrated to form the steps?

5.
State the purpose of each kind of assessment.  Give two examples of each.


a.  Pre-instruction assessment.


b.  During-instruction, or Progress-monitoring assessment.


c.  Post-instruction, or Outcome assessment.

6.
Mr. Quervo is teaching his class new vocabulary words (concepts) before the class reads historical documents that USE those words.  He models the definition. Then he has students say the definition with him.  And then he tests/checks whether they learned the definition.  What is this test or assessment called?  [Select one.]


a.  Pre-instruction assessment. Pre-acquisition test.


b.  During instruction assessment, or progress-monitoring. Immediate 
acquisition test.


c.
Post-instruction assessment, or outcome assessment.  Delayed 
acquisition test.


d.
Post-instruction assessment, or outcome assessment.  Delayed 
acquisition test.

7.
Mr. Quervo has students write definitions of new vocabulary words on note cards.  Having students review these cards each week would be a good way to build… [Select one.]


a.
Acquisition and retention.


b.
Generalization and fluency.


c.
Fluency and retention.


d.
Retention and generalization.

8.
Ms.  Daniels models for students (in the phase of acquisition) how to say a compound word slowly (segment) and then fast (blend).  She wants students to learn what “fast” means AND to say a compound word fast.


“Listen.  foot….ball.


I can say it fast.  football!”


Which of the following would be the most useful immediate acquisition test?  [Select one.]


a.
“Tooth brush.  Say it fast.”


b.  “Tooth…brush.  That was NOT fast.”


c.
“Foot…ball.  That was NOT fast.”


d.
“Foot…ball.  You say it fast.”

9.
What would be a useful immediate acquisition test here? 


Teacher.
“Boys and girls.  New fact.  The Bill of Rights is the first ten 


amendments to the U.S. Constitution.”


Teacher.
“

10. 
Write a plan for building fluency at simple addition up to 20. Include assessment of fluency before fluency instruction; modeling; special cues; and practice (repetition and speed drills).


a.
Assessment of fluency before fluency instruction.


b.
Modeling.


c.
Special cues.


d.
Practice (repetition and speed drills).

11
Here are examples of assessments for different skills in different phases of instruction.  Decide if the assessment is appropriate or not appropriate.  Explain your decision. If you believe it is not appropriate, provide a better assessment.


a.  Ms. Jones is going to teach students to sound out words.  As a pre-
instruction assessment, she presents the set of words that she is going 
to start with (the acquisition set) to see which ones students can 
sound out.


b.  Mr. Hardy used these examples as the acquisition set during 
instruction. 




45      33     56     23   41   84



     x  2     x 4     x 6   x 8   x 6  x 3



At the end of the lesson, he uses these examples for outcome 
assessment.


          66       43     64      75     51     88

               x  4      x 2     x 5    x  3   x  8   x  7


c.
Ms. Chatham is teaching students to generalize skills to new 
examples.  She uses examples that are similar to the ones used during 
initial (acquisition) instruction.   


e.
The items that Ms. Russell includes in retention sets of math problems 
come more from earlier lessons than recent ones.  


f.
Mr. Odem schedules review and practice exercises when students  
make many errors during a lesson.

12.
Is it a good idea to assess and firm students’ knowledge of elementary or pre- skills, before teaching students to assemble these skills into a larger whole, or cognitive routine?  Explain your answer.

13.
Here is an acquisition set for subtraction, lesson 1.



       5     3     4    7    6     2   8

                 - 2    -1    -3  -3  - 4    -1  -5


a.  Which problems should be in the delayed acquisition test at the end of 
the lesson?  Explain.


b.
Which problems should you review (retention) at the start of lesson 2?  
Explain?


Here is an additional acquisition set for subtraction, lesson 2.



   8      4     6     7      4      9      5

             - 3     -2   - 3   - 1    -2     -8     -4


c.  Which problems should be in the delayed acquisition test at the end of 
lesson 2?  Explain?


d.  Which problems should you review at the start of lesson 3?  Explain.


e.
Create a generalization set based on examples from lessons 1 and 2.  
Why did you select the items you did?
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